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Principal’s Message  

 

This Friday marks the end of the first semester, and the reality that half of the 2020-21 school 

year is behind us. We know it has been challenging, and that this situation is less than ideal for 

most all of us, students, parents, and educators alike. And while I am not trying to ignore the fact 

that there are struggles and challenges for which we are still trying to find solutions, if we look 

back at the start of our distance learning experience, and compare what we see today to what 

we feared this may be like, overall we are witnessing many successes and causes for celebration. 

We have very high levels of attendance and engagement from our students, families that have 

continued to support their children’s learning from home, and educators who are finding 

effective ways to reach their students online, academically and personally. We are fortunate to 

have such a supportive community and a team at DCD that continue to go the extra mile to 

support our students. We may not know what the rest of this year will look like, but we have 

confidence we can find our way through it together.  

 

Last week I mentioned that the Oregon Department of Education released another update to the 

Ready Schools Safe Learners (RSSL) guidance, which includes a loosening of the advisory metrics 

as well as quite a few other updates. However, the requirements for safety protocols when 

students are on campus have not been relaxed. These protocols are mandated and fairly 

restrictive, and they are the reason that bringing students back into our schools under the 

current guidelines is very challenging, and will require school to look very different than what it 

has in the past. Feel free to follow the link to the RSSL guidance if you want to read more on your 

own, and you can always find the updated metrics for our counties on our district website. Also 

our GBSD School Board is meeting again tomorrow night, solely for the purpose of discussing 

our current situation. As we hear more about any decisions they make, and we process the 

updates and all of the information from families about their students returning or selecting 

http://www.gresham.k12.or.us/dcd
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=9161


eGBSD, we will be able to finalize our plans at the school level. Thank you for your patience and 

ongoing support!  

 

Please follow this link for frequently asked questions about reopening our school for  students. If 
you have questions, please refer to this document to see if they are answered there. If not, please 

submit your question(s) in the link at the end and I will make sure to answer them as soon as 

possible. Remember to leave your contact information if you want me to respond to you 

personally. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Keeton 
 
 

 
8TH GRADE HEALTH CLASS NEWS: 
Egg Babies have arrived!  In order to provide somewhat of an experience in parenting, the 8th 

graders at DCD will be experiencing an at-home “Egg Baby” project designed to demonstrate 

some of the numerous responsibilities involved with parenthood.  This has been a very popular 

project for many years at DCD.  This week, 8th grade health students are participating in this 

special parenting project and will have their egg baby with them at all times.  The egg babies 

should never be left unattended.  Students are allowed a small amount of babysitting time and 

will be documenting their experiences in a daily log.  Look how cute their babies are!  Great 

work parents! 

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gf0QnAr7JRbBKRNJyLHBEwlt9nbY5oSYCw0g6v73dfk/view?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Thursday, January 28: Last Day of Semester 1 

Friday, January 29:  No School for Students, Grading Day 

Monday, February 15:  No School, Presidents’ Day 

Wednesday, February 24: No School, Grading/Curriculum & Instruction Day 

 
 
 
 
 


